
The Marietta Community Foundation’s 
Youth Advisory Council (YAC) is well 
underway with their very first project. The 
YAC first met in October 2016 and began 
working on identifying an area of need 
for their first philanthropic project. Over a 
dozen members from Washington County 
high schools, Marietta, Belpre, Warren and 
Fort Frye, worked together to establish their 
goal of helping area foster children with the 
transition to new homes.

“They worked really hard to get the project 
together,” said Britani Merritt, Office Manager 
of the Foundation and Youth Council Advisor. 
“Their ability to identify these needs and 
establish a plan of action for the project was 
truly impressive.”

With the help of the Foundation, the YAC found 
invaluable partnerships that made their vision a 
reality. Council members worked on building a 
proposal to secure funding for the purchase of 
duffel bags, blankets, teddy bears, toothbrushes 
and other essentials through the non-profit 
organization Together We Rise. 

The bags themselves can be decorated for a 
personalized touch before being stuffed and 
delivered to incoming foster children by Washington 
County Children’s Services.

The bags provide foster children with the basic 
necessities they might be missing and give them 
something to call their own. Bags also include 
journals for each child with a letter from the YAC 
members. This personal touch lends words of 
encouragement to foster children during a very 
difficult time. It also allows members to connect 
with the foster children more directly by lending a 
message of hope. 

When drafting the letters, members worked with 
Washington County Children’s Services to ensure 
that there were no issues with triggers as the 
children receiving the bags have faced a variety of 
challenging issues. 

Through this experience, YAC members gained a 
better understanding of the types of problems the 
recipients of their giving face. It also ensures their 
good intentions are not misplaced or diminished 
by a lack of perspective.

The YAC found funding for their project through 
partnering with the Washington County Foster 
Families Foundation. A newer fund at the Marietta 
Community Foundation, the Foster Families 
Foundation was established to assist families with 
funding for activities like school athletics and other 
basic needs for foster children.

The connections made by the YAC for this project 
have directly lead to a fast turnaround for their goal 
to provide all incoming foster children with a small 
slice of normalcy in an otherwise uncertain time. 
While the Foundation itself serves a wide variety 
of needs, groups like the YAC and funds like the 
Washington County Foster Families Foundation 
allow for targeted giving that addresses needs in a 
different, targeted way.

“The Marietta Community Foundation is so proud 
of all of our Youth Advisory Council members,” said 
Heather Allender, President and CEO. “We are so 
happy to have the opportunity to help them with 
this project and have a part in their journey as 
philanthropists.”
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Giving Foster Children a Touch of Home
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Mission Statement
The Marietta Community 
Foundation, by serving as 
a manager and distributor 
of donated funds, supports 
philanthropy and the efforts 
of citizens to improve natural, 
human and civic resources. 
An advocate for a strong 
sense of community, the 
Foundation is attentive to 
today’s needs, yet attuned to 
tomorrow’s opportunities. 
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Good Intentions

As 2016 closed the Marietta Community Foundation said farewell to two 
long time board members and welcomed another two in their place. 
Teri Ann zide and Jonathan dehmlow ended their terms of service in 
december 2016 and were replaced on the Foundation Board by Eric Erb 
and Roland “Chip” Riggs.

The Foundation Board was formed in 1992 through the declaration of 
Trust. In April 2009 the declaration was amended to institute term limits. 
under the new amendment, members would be limited, starting from 
the date of institution, to two, five year terms of service. As part of the 
limits, members can rejoin the board for another two terms after being 
off the board for one year.

zide, of downtown Marietta clothing store Teri Ann’s, is one of the 
Foundation’s first board members. She joined in 1992 and served as 
Chair from January 2002 to April 2008. zide has been a tremendous asset 
to the Foundation and is an active member in the community. Though 
leaving the Board this year, she will continue to serve as a member of the 
Foundation’s Steering Committee.

dehmlow joined the Board in 2007 and served the Foundation as a 
member of the Finance Committee, Secretary and finally Chair from 
January 2015 through december 2016. As a practicing attorney at Fields, 
dehmlow & Vessels law firm in Marietta, dehmlow acted as a representative 
of the legal profession during his time on the Board.

Erb is a returning member who served his first two terms from 2004 to 2014 
where he acted as Chair from 2013 through 2014. “It is a pleasure to serve the 
Marietta Community Foundation again,” said Erb. “The office and operations 
are run professionally and efficiently so the focus is truly on accomplishing 
the most good for the surrounding community.”

Riggs is joining the Board for the first time as the new community 
representative for the legal field. “I hope the experience I have gained 
in a lifetime of practicing law will be of use to the Board in pursuing the 
Foundation’s mission,” Riggs said of his appointment. “The Foundation is a 
significant community asset whose service and stewardship directly benefit the 
Washington County community, which is my home.”

New Year Brings New Faces to 
Marietta Community Foundation Board

Building Bridges to Careers and More

Marietta City Schools (MCS) has recently been 
awarded the governor’s School Innovation Award by 
governor Kasich in recognition for comprehensive 
career development programs that are offered due 
to the revolutionary and collaborating opportunities 
established by Building Bridges to Careers. 

Building Bridges to Careers, a non-profit organization 
that bridges the gap between education and 
employment, has successfully developed multiple ways 
to increase personal career experiences for students 
throughout Washington County. MCS has been able 
to collaborate with other school districts through these 
creative opportunities which allows them to remain 
connected in an innovative way. 

Students begin in elementary school with the (MC2) 
Science Collaborative program. Through the focus 
of this program students in all grades experience 
science through the lens of Marietta College science 
professors. The culminating experience of this program 
is Meet a Scientist day, which has the fifth grade class 
touring Marietta College and learning about the 
career pathways of multiple professors. 

Marietta Middle School begins to take students beyond 
career awareness and into career development. Sixth 
grade students complete a career exploration and 
research unit, and seventh and eighth grade students 
take a Career Connections course. This course has 
them complete interest inventories, explore various 
careers, discuss educational pathways available at the 
high school, interact with guest speakers, and create 
accounts in the Ohio Means Jobs K-12 Backpack. 

Interactions with community adults are provided to 
increase experience for middle school students. This 
Career Mentoring program focuses on developing 
decision making skills using real world examples. By 
the end of eighth grade, students are able to make 
educated decisions about the courses they want to 
pursue in high school.

Marietta High School has embraced the College 
Credit Plus program, expanded the Career Technical 
Education program, added electives, and coordinated 
additional career pathway options. Sophomores 
participate in a required Career Search course where 
they take assessments to direct them to a field of study 
or area of work. All students complete a job shadow 
placement and several students are piloting the 
Building Bridges to Careers internship program this year. 
In their Senior year, students are aided in technical, 2-yr 
college, 4-yr college, and career application processes. 

The governor’s School Innovation Award was granted 
to six recipients, only two of which were public school 
systems. Receiving this prestigious honor was a result 
of the resourceful collaboration between Building 
Bridges to Careers, Marietta City Schools and countless 
community and business leaders.

Marietta College Internship
The Foundation is proud to be hosting an intern from Marietta College for the 
Spring Semester. Kaitlin Sarago will be assisting the Foundation with social media, 
newsletter articles and various marketing items. Kaitlin, a Junior, is majoring in 
English and plans to pursue a career as a Professor of Religion.

Pictured: (Left to Right) Will Hampton (Marietta City Schools 
Superintendent), Tasha Werry (Marietta City Schools director 
of Career Resources & Outreach, director of Building Bridges to 
Careers), governor John R. Kasich, Scott Schofield (Marietta High 
School Student)

Stay Connected
For the latest news and important information regarding community events, local nonprofits, and scholarship 
updates, follow Marietta Community Foundation on Facebook. 

Be sure to visit us on the web at: www.mcfohio.org where you can learn more on establishing your own 
charitable fund, applying for grants, and much more. Stay tuned for the launch of a new and refreshed look!


