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Frequently Asked Questions

What is a community foundation?
A community foundation is a collection of charitable 
endowed funds established by individuals, families, 
businesses, and organizations. Using these endowed 
funds, community foundations make grants to nonprofit 
501(c)(3) organizations within a defined geographic 
area. There are more than 700 community foundations 
across the United States and over 80 in Ohio.

Why should you talk to your clients about charitable 
giving?
Some advisors are reluctant to begin a charitable giving 
conversation with their client, and may be concerned 
about appearing to make a values judgment, especially 
if the client has not expressed charitable intentions. 
However, by not broaching the subject of charitable 
giving, a significant opportunity may be lost for your client 
and the community. In fact, many individuals expect 
their professional advisors to bring up the subject, and 
assume charitable giving is not an option if the subject is 
not raised.

How can I recommend charitable giving without 
recommending specific causes or organizations?
Professional advisors are often faced with a delicate 
dilemma: you want to discuss the many benefits of 
charitable giving with your clients, but you want to 
avoid recommending specific charitable causes or 
organizations. Fortunately, there’s a simple solution. Talk 
to your clients about giving through Marietta Community 
Foundation. Our staff is knowledgable regarding local 
nonprofit agencies and the needs of our community.  Our 
staff will meet with you and your clients to help determine 
the options for giving which best fit their unique interests.

How is the Community Foundation different from the 
commercial gift funds like Fidelity?
While the funds available through some of the major 
commercial institutions offer the same tax deductibility 
as a fund at Marietta Community Foundation, our 
funds are relationship and service-based. With our 
knowledge, we make donors aware of local needs 
and local opportunities, enabling us to create giving 
strategies that reflect our donors’ unique interests. In 
contrast, commercial funds are transaction-based.  The 
commercial institution cannot provide guidance or 
insight into our community, its needs, or nonprofit leaders.  
Additionally, the fees charged against these commercial 
funds do not support our community.  Marietta 
Community Foundation charges no fee.

What is the minimum gift amount required to establish 
an endowment fund?
The minimum gift amount is $2,500, which the donor has 
twelve months to reach.

Are there any fees charged for Community Foundation 
services?
Marietta Community Foundation is one of less than 1% 
of community foundations that charge no administrative 
fee. We are a nonprofit and incur operating expenses, so 
we encourage our donors to make gifts to our Friends 
of the Foundation Endowment Fund. This fund provides 
support to the Foundation so it can continue the gift of 
charging no fees.

What is the advantage of the Community Foundation 
over a private foundation?
A fund at Marietta Community Foundation is less costly 
to establish than a private foundation, in terms of both 
time and money. Our staff can help your clients establish 
a fund in a day and handle all the administrative details. 
Establishing a private foundation can take months 
or longer, and the private foundation then becomes 
responsible for substantial legal, accounting, and 
operational matters.

How are the funds invested and managed?
Marietta Community Foundation’s funds are pooled, 
invested, and managed by highly-qualified professional 
investment managers. The investment managers are 
selected and monitored by our Finance Committee. 
Investment income, gains and losses, and investment 
management fees are allocated to all pooled funds.

What if my clients want to keep this private?
Marietta Community Foundation respects requests 
for anonymity. If your clients wish their fund to remain 
anonymous, they may designate it accordingly. They may 
also indicate if they would like for all or occasional grant 
distributions from their fund to be anonymous on their 
fund agreements.

Can someone from Marietta Community Foundation 
come to my office for a presentation with my 
associates?
Our staff will be happy to arrange a time for conversation 
with you, your clients, and/or associates. Contact our 
office at 740-373-3286.

Contact Us:

Marietta Community Foundation
100 Putnam Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750

740-373-3286
www.mcfohio.org



Is giving through Marietta Community Foundation right 
for your clients?

If you answer yes to any of the questions below, your 
clients would benefit from knowing more about Marietta 
Community Foundation.

1. Do I have clients who care 
deeply about their local 
community?

2. Do they give to more than 
one charitable cause?

3. Are they interested in 
creating a personal or 
family legacy in their 
community?

4. Are they considering the 
creation of a private foundation, but concerned 
about cost and administrative complexity?

5. Would they like to stay personally involved in the 
use of their gift dollars?

6. Do they want to receive maximum tax benefits for 
their charitable contributions under federal law?

7. Do they place a priority on sound financial 
management of their contributions?

Ways we can help you

Marietta Community Foundation can support you and 
your clients at every step in the charitable giving process. 
We can help you:

•	 Identify your clients’ charitable giving interests and 
motivations.

•	 Create and implement charitable plans that are 
integrated with major business, personal, and 
financial decisions.

•	 Facilitate complex forms of giving and administer 
technical giving instruments (such as Charitable 
Remainder Trusts).

•	 Provide information on community needs—and 
on the local agencies and programs that make 
a difference in the areas your clients care about 
most.

•	 Deliver grantmaking expertise and a range of 
administrative services related to charitable giving.

How does Marietta Community Foundation assist 
professional advisors?

•	 We work through you. You stay in control of your client 
relationships—we’re here to help you serve your 
clients’ charitable giving needs. 

•	 We partner with you. We provide support, information, 
and expertise related to charitable giving options.

•	 We are knowledgeable on charitable giving. Whether 
it’s setting up an alternative to a private foundation or 
putting together an estate plan, we can assist you in 
tailoring giving plans to meet your clients’ particular 
needs. 

•	 We are knowledgeable about our community. 
Our staff monitors all areas of community 
need—including human services, education, the 
environment, health care, the arts, and economic 
development. We can help your clients learn more 
about local agencies and programs that make a 
difference in the areas they care about most.

 
•	 We offer you the opportunity to recommend 

charitable giving to your clients without 
recommending a specific charity. By working through 
us, your clients can support a wide range of charities 
locally, nationally, and internationally. 

•	 We help you connect across generations. When you 
help families establish endowed funds with us, they 
(and you) can stay involved for generations. 

•	 We help your clients who may donate a variety 
of assets. These might include cash, appreciated 
securities, retirement funds, life insurance, and real 
estate. These can be assets they give now, or later as 
part of their estate plans. 

•	 You can help make a difference in the lives of your 
clients. By partnering with us, you may be able to 
help your clients increase their current income, 
increase their beneficiaries’ inheritance, leave a 
legacy in the community, and teach their children 
about philanthropy. 

•	 As a public charity, we offer maximum federal and 
state tax benefits. And starting a fund at a community 
foundation is significantly less expensive, and easier, 
than starting a private foundation.

Charitable Instruments
A variety of giving methods can 
be tailored to your clients’ unique 
situations.

Outright Gift. Your client can make a 
gift of cash, stocks, bonds, real estate, 
or other assets to Marietta Community 
Foundation. Their charitable gift 
qualifies for tax advantages under 
federal law.

Bequest by Will. Your client can 
designate a portion of their estate to 
Marietta Community Foundation and, 
in some cases, receive a substantial 
reduction in federal gift and estate 
taxes.

Charitable Gift Annuity and Charitable 
Remainder Trust. Your client can make 
a gift of cash, securities, or property 
to Marietta Community Foundation 
now, get immediate tax benefits, and 
ensure that they or their loved ones 
receive income payments for life.

Charitable Lead Trust. Your client can 
place cash or property into a trust 
that pays a fixed amount to Marietta 
Community Foundation for the 
number of years they select. Once this 
period ends, the assets held by the 
trust are transferred to the beneficiaries 
they name. In some cases, this results 
in a substantial reduction in federal 
gift and estate taxes.

Retained Life Estate. Your client can 
make a gift of their home, farm, or 
vacation home, obtain immediate 
tax deductions, and still continue to 
use the property for as long as they 
wish. Only after they no longer need 
the property will Marietta Community 
Foundation assume the usual 
ownership rights.

Beneficiary Designation of Retirement 
Funds, IRAs, and Life Insurance. Your 
client can name Marietta Community 
Foundation as a direct or contingency 
beneficiary of all or a portion of their 
retirement funds, IRAs, life insurance 
policies, and other assets.

Transfer of a Private Foundation. If 
your client is involved in a private 
foundation, and has found that the 
time and costs involved are greater 
than expected, they might consider 
terminating the private foundation by 
transferring some or all of the assets 
to a donor-advised fund at Marietta 
Community Foundation.

We can facilitate virtually any type of 
charitable transaction. Please contact 
our office with your questions at 740-
373-3286.

Philanthropy is a personal decision. As a trusted professional advisor, you can help your clients make good philanthropic 
decisions and realize their charitable objectives by listening for charitable giving opportunities, explaining options, 
and suggesting solutions. To accomplish this, attorneys, CPAs, financial planners, brokers, insurance agents, and other 
professional advisors across the country are turning to community foundations to help enrich the charitable giving 
strategies of their clients. When donors establish a fund through their local community foundation, they open the door to 
a broad range of charitable options. A community foundation can manage virtually any type of gift for any charitable 
purpose, offering everyone the opportunity to make a lasting contribution that directly benefits their community.

At Marietta Community Foundation, we are committed to helping you assist your clients in achieving their philanthropic 
goals. By partnering with us, you can make it easier for your clients to give effectively, help them receive tax benefits they 
may not realize on their own, and encourage support that will improve the quality of life in Washington County.

Charitable Fund Options
Any of these fund options can be established in 
your client’s name, or in the name of their family, 
business, organization, or anyone they wish to honor. 
All grants distributed from the fund are awarded 
to nonprofit organizations in the name of that 
fund. It’s a great way for your client to always be 
involved with, and remembered for, their community 
investment.

Unrestricted Funds
Meeting ever-changing community needs.
With an unrestricted gift, your client can address a 
broad range of local needs—including future needs 
that often cannot be anticipated at the time a gift 
is made. The flexibility of an unrestricted gift enables 
Marietta Community Foundation’s board of trustees 
and staff to respond to the community’s most 
pressing needs as they change over time.

Field of Interest Funds 
Connecting personal values to high-impact 
opportunities.
Your client can target a gift to address needs in an 
important area of community life—arts, education, 
health, aging, at-risk youth, etc. Your client identifies 
his or her personal interest area; the Foundation 
grants to community organizations and programs 
that are making a difference in the area selected. 

Designated Funds and Agency Funds
Helping sustain and grow local organizations.
Your client can direct their gift to a specific nonprofit organization. Additionally, 
nonprofit organizations can use an agency fund through Marietta Community 
Foundation to build their own endowment and enhance the organization’s 
ability to accept larger and more complex gifts. 

Donor-Advised Funds
A personal approach to giving.
Your client can have ongoing involvement in the use of their gift. Your client 
can work with our professional staff to identify ways to use dollars from their 
donor-advised fund to address the issues and needs they care about most. 
Your client’s recommendations are submitted to the Foundation; we then 
distribute the grant funds. 

Scholarships 
Investing in deserving students.
Your client can invest their gift in our community’s future by supporting local 
students as they pursue higher education opportunities. Your client determines 
the criteria students must meet to receive the scholarship; Marietta Community 
Foundation handles all administrative details. 
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