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Marietta Community Foundation, by serving 
as manager and distributor of donated funds, 
supports philanthropy and the efforts of citizens 
to improve natural, human and civic resources. 
An advocate for a strong and active sense of 
community, the Foundation is attentive to today’s 
needs, yet attuned to tomorrow’s opportunities.
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Education is a core principle of human flourishing. When individuals are 
empowered to learn, they are given the chance to take their knowledge 
and apply it in ways that can shape our world. Too often, whether it be 
because of personal or financial issues, many students are not able to 
develop their full potential into a reality. Because of this fact, Adriann “Arie” 
Janssens and his wife Carol Christy devoted their lives, resources, and now 
their legacies to help young men and women realize their full potential.

Carol had an enormous zest for life which accompanied her independent 
personality. Her zeal for education was unmatched. After graduating 
Marietta High School as valedictorian, class of 1962, Carol would go 
on to earn an undergraduate degree from Duke University where she 
would graduate magna cum laude. She then would continue her edu-
cation and complete a three year fellowship at Ohio State University 
where she earned a Master of Science and a PhD in Political Science. 

In true fashion to her character, Carol would spend the next 30 years 
pouring herself into her students at Ohio University’s branch in Lancaster, 
OH. Carol’s teaching methods were magnetic and students would gravitate 
towards her. After seeing her 2012 obituary, a former student of Carol’s 
commented, “I arrived at Ohio University–Lancaster an education major 
and [because of Professor Christy] I left to attend Ohio University-Athens 
as a political science major. Her students thrived from her teaching.”

In her 30 year career she would go on to write multiple published works. 
Many of her publications were devoted to women’s participation in politics, a 
field where she was a leading authority. In her time as a professor, Carol would 
achieve the rank of full professor in 1988 and emeritus professor in 2001.

As a professor, scholarly articles and books would not be her only publi-
cations. One article in particular would change the course of her life and 
eventually lead her to the man who would later become her husband. In 
November 1985 Carol decided to place an ad in the Columbus Monthly 
seeking a potential companion; the equivalent to modern internet dating.

COMMEMORATING CAROL CHRISTY

Few relationships in our world are more instrumental to a child’s 
development than the bond they share with their parents. Parents are 
the first to instill positive values which help us understand the way in 
which we interact with others. The children of Richard “Neil” and 
Doris Christy were brought up to believe that no matter a person’s 
background, race, or social status, all people are equal in value.

Their daughter, Janet Christy Silvester, said her parents raised 
her to know “the farmer was just as important as the bank presi-
dent.” Though these lessons ring true, Neil and Doris would not 
just speak them to their children… they would embody them.
 
Both Neil and Doris served the Washington county com-
munity in multiple ways. Doris would volunteer her time, 

The advertisement read as follows, “SWF – 41, attractive, 
warm, college professor.  Enjoys sports (not spectator), the 
outdoors, opera, foreign languages and travel, and trying out 
new leisure activities.  Seeks kind, trustworthy, intelligent, 
nonsmoking man, 31-51, for dating, with an option on love.”

Though the ad was short, it caught the eye of Adriann “Arie” Jans-
sens. He had never responded to an ad like this before, but he could 
tell Carol was exceptional… so he took a risk and wrote to her.

They would later meet, begin a romantic relationship, and fall in love. 
On July 11, 1987 the pair would get married and spend 
almost 25 years together before Carol’s battle with Multi-
ple System Atrophy (MSA) would end on June 13, 2012.

In her honor, Arie established the Carol Christy Scholarship with 
Marietta Community Foundation. Even after her passing, Carol 
continues to help students thrive. Her devotion to education and 
empowerment continue to effect a lasting change in our com-
munity. Because of her memory, Washington County students 
may turn their potentiality into actuality. Because of her  legacy, 
Washington County students may attain an  education and, 
thus, reach a level of human flourishing  otherwise not available.

HONORING R. NEIL AND 
DORIS CHRISTY

efforts, and resources to groups such as the Girl Scouts where 
she served as a leader and a member of the Girl Scout coun-
cil. She was President of American Field Service and served 
on multiple boards for various community organizations.
Neil, whose family roots in Washington County can be traced back 
to the 1700’s, served on the board of directors of the Peoples Banking 
& Trust Co., Marietta Savings and Loan Co., Richardson Printing 
Corporation, and Airolite Corporation. He additionally served on 
multiple boards for community organizations, including Kiwanis.
 

Their lessons and examples of service and integrity instilled a strong 
sense of community value in their children: Carol, Richard II, and Janet. 
Their children would go on to accomplish amazing things, 
including their son serving the United States as a Lieutenant 
in the Air Force. Unfortunately, Lt. Richard Neil Christy, II, 
was shot down on February 17, 1972 while piloting an Air 
force O-2 Reconnaissance Aircraft during the Southeast Asia 
War. Members of his family would later design and construct 
landscaping at the Marietta College Mall in his memory.

In a similar fashion, Neil and Doris’ son-in-law, Adriann “Arie” 
Janssens, would dedicate a community fund in their memory at 
Marietta Community Foundation. Arie had married their daughter, 
Carol, in 1987 and was immediately welcomed into the family.

Before his death, Arie created an unrestricted fund in memory 
of his in-laws:The R. Neil and Doris Christy Community Fund. 
Unrestricted funds are used for community emergencies and 
during Marietta Community Foundation’s bi-annual grant cycles.

“My parents would be pleased that this gift has no stipulations 
placed on it,” said Janet. They placed great faith in the people of the 
Marietta Community. They would be humbled to know that Arie 
gave such a wonderful gift to the community in their memory.”

The faith Neil and Doris had in the people of this community continues 
to serve as a valuable lesson and example, not just to their children and 
grandchildren, but to the Washington County community as a whole.

“HER STUDENTS THRIVED 
FROM HER TEACHING.”

“...NO MATTER A PERSON’S 
BACKGROUND, RACE, OR 

SOCIAL STATUS, ALL PEOPLE 
ARE EQUAL IN VALUE.”
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